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The West
Several countries in the West have contributed to thegrowth in
commerce, culture and communicationPortugal was the first
country to trade with Nakhon SiThammarat during the reign of
King Ramathibodi II in 1521.The Portuguese commodities were
linen and hemp cloths.The local products that they wanted
consisted of spices, tin,rice and forest products. The Portuguese
merchants calledNakhon Si Thammarat Ligor, which became the
named usedby other western visitors.

The Dutch came to trade in Nakhon Si Thammarat

duringthe reign of King Ekathotsarot in1611 until about 1664 in
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King Narai's reign. The English arrived in 1621 after whichthe
French came to survey for the construction of the fortressand city
walls for Nakhon Si Thammarat around the year 1687.In the area
of transportation, an English engineer came tobuild the southern
railway in the reign of King Chulalongkorn.A tunnel was
constructed at Ron Phibun and Nakhon Si

Thammarat was connected by a branch line.In
education and culture, westerners who played a majorrole were
the American missionaries who propagated theChristian religion
in Nakhon Si Thammarat in 1900 as well asbuilding school
known as American School for Boys (or SiThammarat Suksa
School at present) and Suksa Kumari School(now amalgamated
with Si Thammarat Suksa School). Theyalso established Si

Thammarat Memorial Hospital, now knownas
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Japan

Trade Friends from the land of the Rising Sun have a
verylong time with Nakhon Si Thammarat of over 600 years.
Thereis Japanese record known as Rekidai Hoan of 1425-1570
thatdescribed the types of goods from Ayutthaya that Ryukyu
wanted, such as sappan wood, eaglewood, pepper, spirits,

rose water, deer skin, shark skin, animal horns, ivory, tin and

lead. Many of there goods were important exports of Nakhon

Si Thammarat. There is a record that during World War II the
Japanese army bought rice from farmers in Pak Phanang area,
Nakhon Si Thammarat's fertile agriculture centre, for their
soldiers fighting in Burma.

Government There were Japanese citizens serving in
thegovernment of King Songtham, such as Ok Ya Sena Phimuk
(Yamada Nangamaza) who was later appointed the Governor
of Nakhon Si Thammarat. His army fought with the rebels in
Patani. He was wounded and died in Nakhon Si Thammarat.
During World War II Nakhon Si Thammarat was one of the
places that Japanese army landed with an invasion force, on
December, 8 1941. The Thai Heroes Monument marks the
heroic action of fighters who made sacrifices of both sides.
Health The Japanese government has assisted in the bulding
of the Maharat Hospital as well as providing medical
equipment on the occasion of the Bangkok Bicentennial
Cerebrations in 1982 and the King's 50 th anniversary of his

ascension to the Throne.

Y] d A
amSunazlesiae

o I A [
pmTutazilesimy Haslszmannaz ueen

¥ Y Y a A 9
AANAIFEINYAMUMIALATNIIAUGTD AT

k) [ d 2 Y Y a [ Y
msmemsunazlesidelaunaadedivnie
AUUATAIBITNIY LATAULAUUAUAILAYNT
¥ vV @ o a Y A A ~
nzialanauaalog luie auainuiieangls

1 Y 1 dy Y 1 dl a 1
noINu ulﬂllﬂlﬂiﬂ\‘ilﬂﬁl!ﬂ%%ﬁﬂul%ﬂ aiu

X A o

fumiuyoaziuosnnaraldun unsnssuon
an @ A = Y 1
Fas nanguinuluvasdisssuse laun
=) a 1 a =) Jd A Y
IM38R AUATT 15U QUIMTslos e aianse
wuseauresrerandnsaauiion 81y
W.fl. 000 - polo& WUNTUNDINAA 11T BTy
NOIINAUAN 2TINONHIOINTU DIYT1INNG
< < o - 2
ANIITHN bolo WUNSUNDUINNIIT UBNIINTL

Ja A o A
W'Ej‘ilﬁwsll@\‘]%"nlﬂﬂﬁlslfﬂ niana lusunoies

UATATDITUIY



12 IneyaduluunsaSsssusvdy
dy A a Y g‘/ I
B0 A8 1NFIYTANNIVINIAITNT 1IN U
sLeza FuIAABNDM nAzTueannaIan
9 Y @ o 1 A o
e luaisg Tvisuazasanaeeluale
9y o a 14 gl/ 1 v o d‘ é
AUTAUTNAUNT AUATNETYNIAN o FIONIN
a 2 A A A =
FIIYTANIULI9INNBIT AR 1T ADIHOINID
F¥MaN o LAZSTFNAN o IASNNIZIZHIN
Y Y Y
WA wodbd - bodl INITE1UATIY A
v A LY A =} té v A
pnenAITouINi e Ingys  Fuiude
9 v
mampaainA UL IuATAI5ITNIY
I o j’ d' ]
Wusouunluvaignun  wu  aaiauun
Y =) 9 T W I 9 o
TUNUASY TUmgn Buduralsnsauns?
= 1 =S % d‘ g’l =S
15LNB U FWFUIASINVUTTNFUILDATIDAR
] a 9 9 o d‘ A [
Ma U a3 InTeaneaiasd m

W1 tazimlszas Lﬂuﬁ'u

Arabia and Persia

Arabia and Persia were the friendly countries in the Middle
East who were experts in trade and seafaring. The Arabs and
Persians came to trade with Nakhon Si Thammarat and the
southern peninsular since the time of Sukhothai. The indigenous
goods that attracted these merchants were spices and pepper,
in exchange for renowned exquisite textiles from the Middle
East. Historical evidence of these contacts includes coins such
as the Persian coins of King Peroz of the Salania Empire,
found at Tha Sala District, dated around 457-482 A.D. Gold
Kelantanese coins with Arabic scripts dated to the 16w century
have been found at Pak Phanang District. In addition, there are
Persian graves in Wat Khit in Nakhon Si Thammarat Muang
District.

Thai Muslims in Nakhon Si Thammarat descended
from Muslims who were among the first to settle down. They
were merchants from the Middle East who came to trade in
the Sukhothai period. The second groups came during the
Early Bangkok period starting in the reign of King Rama I and
continued through the reigns of King Rama II and Rama III
when Muslim were moved from Patani, mostly during the
years 1821-1839. Chao Phraya Nakhon Noi moved many

Muslim

families from the Kedah region to Nakhon Si Thammarat in
the areas now known as Talat Khaek, Ban Na Khian and Ban
Tha Sak, for example. Many of their descendants still continue
the family tradition such as selling cloths, making brass wares,

cultivating rice and fishery.
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China

The Chinese have long been experts in navigation. They came to
trade with Nakhon Si Thammarat during the Tang dynasty
around the 2nd century A.D. Commercial relations with China
was an important factor in boosting the growth of Nakhon Si
Thammarat as a trading centre of the southseas and a wealthy
state. Ceramic shards and coins in different types of currencies
have been found in many areas.

The Chinese migrated to Nakhon Si Thammarat in
continues waves. Some like Ta Khun Lok have been
remembered in local histories and legends. The
presentgeneration of Nakhon Si Thammarat people with Chinese
blood are mainly descendants of Chinese immigrants of King
Rama II's reign to the reign of King Chulalongkorn.
Theirsettlements were usually close to the resource centers where
they conducted businesses or provided labour, for example in
rice mill, saw wills, fishery, mining and rubber plantations.

In arts, tradition and culture, as the people of Nakhon

Si

Thammarat of Chinese descent are closely knit, they continue
to observe many tradition Chinese artistic and culturecustoms,
such as temple and shop-house architecture, festivities such as
the New Year and paying respect to ancestors, tea-drinking and
enjoying Chinese food and tidbits. Moreover, Chinese words
have also made their way in to the local dialect and several
school to teach the Chinese-language have also existed in the

past.



